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U. S. DEPAR-B.IENT OF LABOR 
: . . , : WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION . ,_• 

'•'•••• Washington • . '''. /'y^;''i ;,;. 

' i -.iii'i' COLONEL FLEMING TO APPROVE MINIrmi Y/AGE RECOMlffiNDATIONS 

OF KNIT GOODS INDUSTRY COffflTTEES ' ' 

Appro'val of t h e 3 3 - l / 2 - c e n t s - a n - h o u r minimum wage recommendation of the 

Kni t ted Underwear and Commercial K n i t t i n g Committee, and of the 35-cen t s -an-hour 

minimum v/age recommendation of the Kni t ted Outerwear Committee was announced 

today ty Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming, Admin i s t r a to r of the Y/age and Hour Di'vision, 

United S t a t e s Depar'tment of Labor, '' 

Y/age o rde r s w i l l be i s sued raaking the k n i t t e d underwear minimum e f f e c t i v e 

May 6, 1940, and t h e k n i t t e d outerv/ear minimum e f f e c t i v e J u l y 1 . , • 

At the same time Colonel Fleming announced t h a t he w i l l hear o r a l argument 

i n review of the de te rmina t ion and order r ega rd ing employraent of l e a r n e r s in the 

k n i t t e d goods i n d u s t r y on Apr i l 23 , 1940. The Uhdeirwear I n s t i t u t e and the 

Nat ional Kni t t ed Outerwear Assoc i a t i on p e t i t i o n e d for t h i s reviev/ of t h e l e a r n e r 

deterrainat ion. i n t h e k n i t t e d v/ear i n d u s t r y which was i s sued on October 20, 1939, 

by Merle D. Vincent , D i r ec to r of the Hearings Branch of the Y/age and Hour 

Di-vision, who p r e s i d e d a t a p u b l i c hea r ing on t h e s u b j e c t , . . . . 

I n announcing h i s d e c i s i o n . Colonel Fleming s a i d : 

" I have decided t o approve the recommendations of I n d u s t r y Committee No. 7 

( the Kn i t t ed Outerwear Committee) and Indus t ry Committee No. 8 ( t h e Kni t t ed 

Underwear and Commercial K n i t t i n g Committee). The Kni t t ed Outerwear Comraittee 

recommended a minimum wage of 35 oents an hour . The Kni t ted Underwear and 

Commercial K n i t t i n g Comraittee recommended a ndnimum wage of 33-1/2 cen t s an hour, 

Minimura wage o rde r s w i l l be i s sued making the Kni t ted Outerwear Minimum Y/age 

e f f e c t i v e Ju ly 1, This date was reques ted by t h e Coramittee. The Kni t ted Under­

wear and Commercial K n i t t i n g Minimum Y/age w i l l be made e f f e c t i v e May 6 . 
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"Both t he se recommendations were the sub jec t of p u b l i c hea r ings he ld i n 

Washington, a t which i n t e r e s t e d persons were given an oppor tun i ty to be heard . 

No one appeared i n oppos i t i on t o the recommendations. I f ind t h a t these 

recomraendations were made in accordance w i t h t h e lav/j ai'e supported by t h e 

e-vidence adduced a t t h e s e p u b l i c hea r ings , and, t ak ing i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the 

same f a c t o r s as are r e q u i r e d t o be cons idered by the i n d u s t r y committees , v d l l 

c a r r y out the purposes of t h e Fa i r Labor Standards Ac t . 

"I am announcing my d e c i s i o n nov.- in o rder to give the k n i t goods i n d u s t r i e s 

t ime t o ad jus t themselves to t h e miniraum wage r a t e s . My f i n d i n g s and minimum 

wage o rde r s wi l l be i s s u e d a t l e a s t 15 days in ad-vance of the e f f e c t i v e da te s 

named." ,:,, „ ,• 

The Kni t t ed Underwear and Commercial Kn i t t i ng Indus t ry as def ined for the 

committee i s c a r r i e d on i n some 500 es tab l i shraen ts l o c a t e d p r i n c i p a l l y i n New 

York, Pennsylvania , Tennessee, North Caro l ina , Massachuset ts and V i r g i n i a . The 

i n d u s t r y employes some 60,000 workers and i t i s es t imated t h a t about 17,000 of 

t he se are p r e s e n t l y pa id l e s s than 33-1/2 cents an hour, the minimura r a t e t o go 

i n t o e f f e c t . The i n d u s t r y produces about $150,000,000 worth of goods a y e a r . 

The 33-1/2 cent minirnxxm was recommended by a coramittee of 24 members under the 

chairraanship of John P . Devaney of Minneapol is , Minnesota . I t includod Jonathan 

Danie ls of Ra le igh , N» C , M a r i o n Dickerman of Nev/ York, John C, Evans of Reading, 

P a . , Mary Barne t t Gi lson of Cliicago, George For t Mil ton of Chattanooga, Tenn., 

Arthur J . Pa t t on of New York, and P h i l i p Taft of Pro-vidence, Rhode I s l a n d , as 

pub l i c members. The l a b o r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were David Dubinsky of New York, 

Charles M. Fox of Savannah, Ga, , Jolin S, Mart in of A t l a n t a , Ga. , Ray Reidenbach 

of Kenosha, W i s . , Erail Rieve of New York, Samuel Shore of Ne\'/ York, Harry Y/ander, 

of Newark, N, J , , and Joseph P. White of Cohoes, N. Y. Employer members were 

L, B, Boynton of Newton, Mass . , Ralph M. Jones of Ut i ca , N. Y. , E, J , McMillan 
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of Knoxville, Term., T. 0. Moore of YJinston-Salem, N. C,, T. H. Mueller of New 

York, Y/illiam Ravner of New York, Mitchell Schneider of New York, and H, E. Sims 

of Piqua, Ohio. ' 

The Knitted Outerv/ear Industry enploys an average of 23,000 factory workers 

and an undetermined number of industrial home workers. The la-tter are largely 

engaged in making infants' knitted v/ear. It is estimated that some 7,500 of the 

factory v/orkers are presently paid less than 35 cents an hour, the miniraum rate 

which will go into effect July 1, The industry is concentrated in the Middle 

Atlantic States and in New England. Establishments in Nev/ York State employ 20 

percont of the total workers; in Pennsylvania, 15 percent; in Massachusetts, 15 

porcont. It is also carried on in some volume in Ohio, Y/isconsin and California, 

Less than ten percent of the employoos in this industry aro located in the South, 

In addition to Charlos Ray of Holyoke, Massachusetts, Chairman of the , 

Committee, tho public members includod Paul F. Brissondon, New York, Harrold 

English of Los Angoles, Prod Lazarus, Jr., of Columbus, Ohio, John C, Evans of 

leading. Pa. The employee mombors wero Da-vid Dubinsky of New York, Jacob Halpern 

of Boston, Abraham Katovsky of Cleveland, Jonnic Matyas of San Francisco, Louis 

Nelson of Brooklyn, New York, and Samuel Otto of Philadolphia, Employer members 

were Ingram Bergman of Philadolphia, I, B, Da-vios of Delavan, Wisconsin, Louis 

Stomborg of New York, E, W. Stewart of Los Angeles, and Rogor Y/. Y/hitman of 

New Britain, Conn, ,., 
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